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Support still needed for children |
with disabilities

Phetphoxay Sengpaéeuth

The Aid Children with Disability
Association (ACDA) says that even
with the advent of recently donated
wheelchairs, it is still in need of
support to improve access to better
health and education standards for
children with disabilities.

Wheelchairs that  specifically
benefit children with disabilities
(CWDs) aimed at promoting

their independence is part of the
association’s ~ ongoing  support
for CWDs which also provides a
platform for greater children’s rights
as well as both gender and disability
equality, an official said.

The president of the ACDA, Mr
Somphet Akhavong told Vientiane
Times shortly after yesterday’s
handover ceremony for wheelchairs
donated by the Volunteer Group
to Send Wheelchairs to Overseas
Children’s, Japan (VGSWOC) that
" the chairs would go towards helping
CWDs across the country including
those children with brain injury
disabilities in target provinces.

He said that for several years the
ACDA and its partners have been
helping disabled children reach
their educational and developmental
potentials by providing opportunities
for them to study alongside other
children at school.

These wheelchairs will support
schools, clinics and work places, by
helping to keep their user’s muscle
and bones in the right position to
improve both their physical and
spiritual health conditions, he added.

The president of VGSWOC,
Mr Katano said about 90 children’s
wheelchairs have been donated to

GeE0):752)

wheelchairs.

CWDs in Laos for free which is also
through assistance from the Japanese
government to our NGO.

He said, “We have now provided
more than 6000 wheelchairs as free
donations to children in 23 countries
in the world including Laos.”

The Japanese children’s
wheelchairs are designed for CWDs
mainly with cerebral palsy and
other brain trouble as the medical
equipment is made according to these
children’s conditions specifically.
And they are very expensive, costing
almost US$2000 to US$3000 per
unit, he added.

However, the Japanese
government has been subsidising
90 percent of that cost to parents
of CWDs under its social welfare
policy.

Mr Katano explains that the
NGO collects the wheelchairs from
Japanese parents whose children
no longer use the wheelchair and

SCEDRBLUFEERNDZELBICINE
NB:ACDADEEINGIBI TE BENBFEABDERE. DA RADESTDARGESHIC
BRFFDE2MZIIN T\ F/RDZENINBLEHRZ T \D.

8/ 8

Mr Somphet Akhavong (right) shares his gratitude for recently donated

refurbishes them to a good condition
that is both safe and durable.

According to the ACDA |
their aim is to ensure that CWDs
receive a quality education
with a view to enabling their
education continuum throughout
all levels, from primary school
to secondary school and in the
future to vocational school.

The association says that many
of the CWDs in Laos are also
living in poverty and have limited
opportunities in accessing education
and those that are in inclusive schools
are at high risk of dropping out.

The ACDA has branches in the
capital as well as in Oudomzxay, Xieng
Khuang, Savannakhet, Champassak
and Vientiane provinces.

The national census conducted in
2005 identified 80,000 people with a
disability in Laos. The World Health
Organisation  estimates that 10
percent of the population is disabled.



